32                     THE ORIGINS OF THE WAR
evolution as the widening-triumph of intelligence
co-operation, and mutual aid, and this 'nostalgic cftf
la boue'> there can be no compromise, no hope of
appeasement,. Indeed our greatest problem after
the war will not be the reconstruction of our own
shattered economic and social life, but the 'decon-
tamination' of German youth from the death-laden
atmosphere with which it has been surrounded.
Here, then, we discover the ultimate origins of
this war. We are not fighting for the shifting of
boundary posts a few score miles to the north or
south or east or west. We are not fighting to main-
tain a rule of privilege or monopoly in our own
country. We are fighting for a particular way of
life. This way of life allows for change, and looks
for betterment; already, through the sacrifice and
energy of past generations it has brought us out
from barbarism, and set us towards a reasonable
and humane existence. We are fighting against a
nation of many millions, strongly compact, brave,
crafty, and bound in Dervish-like submission to an
opposite way of life. As long as they accept this
submission, our good is their evil, and their evil is
our good.